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Introduotion eee 


. To probe comparative attitudes of German youth and adults on the 
issue of an individual's responsibility within a group, ICD Opinion, 
Survay's staff of trained German interrogators interviewed a orcss< 
section of over 1,000 adults and 2,000 young people in Amzon and 
the western seotovs of Berline Interviews were conducted in late 
December 1947 and carly January 1948, Because a larze percontaze 
of tho respondents ware ohildron, the questions wero presontod in 
story forme 


SuminMary eee 


Few German youngsters botweon 10 and 12 consider an individual 
member of a oltb responsihie for the actions of othor club momberse 
Asicad if a toy shoul? holn pay for a window which other membors 

of his club broke, four out of ton acults and half of those bo- 
tween 18 ana 25 thought the boy should pay, but few younger chil- 
dren hold this oninione 


oo coreememene moe 


othioal, Young poopls betivoon 16 and 25 and adults, particularly 
Borliners, are most likely to rocommend that the boy tale somo 
positive stops in registering his disapproval of this action. 
Acvorting to eight out of ten adults, the bey in quaation 4s guilty 
if te doaides to "go along” with the sravpe Youns aididren are less 
Lileady to dhdnke him auddty than ara yeutha or adultae 
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Is a Club liomber Responsible for Club's Activities? ees 


German youngsters between 10 and 12 show noticeably less "gane spirit" 
than older youngsters and adults in their answers to the following 
question: 


"One day the boys (in the club) were playing ball and thoy 
broke a window. Ths next day, the owner of the window came 
and told them: ‘You all have to chip in and pay for the 
windowe' The boys then wondered what they should do about 
Turt as he had been at ‘ome that day and hadn't played ball '° 
with thome 


What do you think: Should Kurt pay or not? " # 


About one-fourth (23,45) of tha ohildren between 10 and 12 thought Kurt 
shouid’ help pays liowever, over half of the young people between 15 
and 25, a and 38 of the adults support this type of croup responsibi- 
lity. 


In Pavaria, tosse and Wuerttemberg-Baden, youth and adults tend to 
have about the same ideas on this questione The size of town that 
children between 10 and 12 live in seoms to have little or no effect 
on their attitudes. But as the following table demonstrates, young 
peonle between 13 and 26 who live in large cities are considerably 
moro consolious of group spirit than tho same age group living in 


amall townee 
fe saying Kurt should pay for window 
10-12 135-25 26 and 
Yoars years over 


AMZOM 
forms under 5,000 popirlation 24% 47% 36% 
Batwoon 5,000 & 250,000 nope 23 50 40 
Over 250,000 20 64 46 
TOTAL PA 51% 424, 

Berlin 21% 69% 60% 


Boys aro slightly more ready to acvapt responsibility for zroup action 
than girls, Peonle in hither socio economic levels, and those interested 
in loctures and reading, are, to some cxtont, more likely to say that 
Kurt should pay than are those lover on the socio-oconomic ladder, 

and those without the intellectual intorosts. Ago, howcvor, or con- 
ditioning, has more boaring on avtitudes in this oase than any other 


factore 
Kurt should eee 


Pay Not Pay Undooidad 


Ago: 10 19% 837% 2% ees 100% 
eae) 27 72 1 
12 25 74 ik 
13 46 57 3 
14 40 59 i 
15 47 51 2 
15+20 53 46 1 
21-25 53 45 2 
26 and over 38 58 4 
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* \Ihon this and succeeding questions wero as'cod of adults, they wore 
asi:cd what they would say to a youngster who was secking advico on 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/germanyouthadult0Ounse 


Fornor mombers of Hitler youth orzanizationg appcar to havo moro group 
Consciousness than others. Of the ghildren between 10, and 17 who had 

belonzed to one of the [Hitler groups) 460 day that Kurt should pay for 
the window, On the otuer hand, of tne diildrén in this age group wo” 


were not members of the Hitler orzani#ations, 27% would hold Kurt liablee 


Informed childron and adults se. in this caso, those who know that 
Mr. Trman is president of the United States ».. are more inclined 
to think that Kurt should help finance tho new window. than those who 
do not knowe 


Of those who know Truman is Of those who don't know 
Prasident of the U.S. sas Truman is President eee 
10-17 . 

yoars 47% say Kurt shculd pay 29% say Kurt should pay 
18-25 

years 56% say Kurt should pay 48 say Kurt should pay 
26 and . 


over 44% say Kurt should pay 25, say Kurt should pay 


Individual Responsibility Versus "Ganz Spirit" ce. 


To explore anothor aspect of an individual's resvonsibility within a 
group, the followin; quostion was aslcods 


“Anothor timo, the boys got the idea that they would steal a 
lamp fron a mone The majority of tha boys, including the 
leader, were for the iden. But one of the boys es Rudice 
was opposede Ho said: 'It won't do to stcal a lamp. Rathor 
we should wait until we can buy onoe' But the other boys 
wouldn't listen to him, and now Rudi doosn't know what he 
should doe 
What would you do if you were in Rudits place? " 

The largost mmber of those intsrviewod said that Rudi should not tale 
part in this group project, and about one fourth of the Amzon adults and 
half of the Barliners recommended some form of diraot action ee. oithor 
Getting ous of tho olub, trying to provont the others from stealing, or 
informinjs some one about tho intondod thoft. A comparison of attitudes 
of Amzon rosidonts and Berlinors on this quostion follows: 


A MAS OUN. Bi ORRLLI IN, 
10-17 ldR25 26 & 10-17 18-25 26 & 
ysarg yoars ovor years yoars ovor 
Dirsot actions Ree ee ET 
Yfould loavo olub 12% 19% 15% 12% 18% 1% 
Try to prevent othors 
from theft 4 8 8 9 22 15 
Toll olders cr ot)ors 
about it 6 5 6 15 
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Wouwld not tala. part 61 . 50 43 44 36 34 
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Some Advise Diroot Action eee 


Youngsters and adults who most frequently advise some form of direot 
Action eee either’ leaving the olub, trying to stop other club members, 
or informing somoone eee are those. tithe middie soaio-eoonorie groups 
former members of Hitler youth olubs; .théee with a hizher edusation; 
and those who kesp up on things ee. know the namo of the UeS. president, 
read magazines and attond leoturas. 


r advising some kind of direct action ves 
either ieavine olub, trying to stop 


others, or informing someonee 


10-17 . 10-25 26 and 
yoars yoars over 
Socio-economio group 
Upper middle «Bh 48% 30, 
Lover middle 22 35 34 
Upper lower 21 30 29 
Lower lover 19 17 10 
Affiliation with Hitler Youth | 
Former members 27% 33% 40°% 
No affiliation 17 20 28 
Information 
Know name of U.S. president 267% 36% 33% 
Do not know president 43 1935 p28 
Road mazazines 29% A3% 33:5 
Do not read magazines 20 26 a7 
Attend lectures 33% 47% 30% 
Do not attend leotures al 27 28 


Responsibility and Age eee 
As tho following table shows, children 10 and 1] years old are least 


likely to sey that if they were Rudi they would go so far as loave 
the olub, try to prevent others from stealing, or toll sorcone about 


Ge 
% advising somo kind of direct action ve. 
6ither aati Olub; trying Go stop 


others, or informing someone 


Age: 10 | 13% 
11 | 12 
12 20 
13 28 
14 22 
15 25 
16 = 20 | 31 
#1 & 26 31 
26 and over 29 
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Is Rudi Guilty? ies 


To find cut how German 3 youth and adults would judge a boy who, 
against his own principles, wont along with the group, the 
following Question was askod: 


"Well, Rudi decided to go along with all ths 
rest of the boys. But the boys were caught 
by the owner of the lamp and everyone was to 
be punished. Then Rudi said, 'That isn't 
right, because I was against it to begin 
with, but the others wouldn't listen to me.' 


What do you think -=- was Rudi to »lame or not? " 


In Amzon, 60% of the children between 10 and 17, 85% of those 
between 18 and 25, and 79% of the adults considered Rudi muiltye 
Youn3 people in Berlin be tweeil 18 and 25 almast unanimously (97%) 
gave the verdiot "guilty." 81, of Berlin youngstors between 

10 and 17 and 87% of the adults, said the boy was suiltye 


As in the preoeding question, a sonse of responsibility for one's 
action appears to be at ths lowest point amon children. As 

the following table shows, a third of the ten-year old children 
do not sonsider the boy to blame for zoing along with the groupe 
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Guilty. Not Gui Lbs Undecided 
Yoars Old 
10 Gath erecta yl Bi 3% 6ee100% 
wi Met SA al 
12 £0 18 2 
13 ; 86 op tes Z 
14 78 ra 1 
15 86 ah 3 
15 84 15 au 
py . 3 p&l ea 
18 = 25 65 13 2 
26 & over 79 16 5 
{ 
gg Hees 


2 *" 
} q the bel? 9 
, ree abd Soele bs Ui 
1) cap: inde ox 
a © —_ 


af ( ~ 
a 
can > 
Le 


r¢ 
+ he 
i progaek nt. 
1 Bi noua: - ie 
‘ eiqueg eset . 
i ' al cTey all oragp 7 
ws Ti eb OF 
> i fh: . 
oe ee 
, 7 nepes at hea. : 
7 eolenft tot nie. 3! 
; i 4egC runs eb bi 


es we 


ese Youth and adults who say in sreatest numbers thet Rudi is guilty 
are those in the higher socio-economic groups, former memnons of 
the Hitler youth, those having higher education, and those trtho 


aa the name of the U.S, president eee read youth mazazines, attend 
ectures. 


@ sayine Rudi ts guilty 


10417 ° 16426 .. 26 and 
yoars years over 


Socioseconomis level 


Unper middle 86% 92% 85% 
Lower middle ; 85 O7 B3 
Upper lower Ci ees 86 79 
Lower lower 65 76 59 


Affiliation with Hitler Youth 


Former members 86% 87% 907 
No affiliation até 78 cen 
Information 
Know name of U.S. President 86% 87% 84% 
Do not know President 62 79 71 
Read youth macazines b 88 SB 
Do not read youth magaginos 79 85 78 
Attend leotures 88 93 ge 
Do not attend lectures &0 83 78 


eee The attitudes expressed hero skirt those on the broader question of 
the colloctive responsibility of the German peonle for the iitler 
regimee Rudi, it could be said, is the prototype of "der kleine Mann 
that is the majority German. But atvitudes toward the two are quite 
differante 


? 


Thus, Rudi who first protests but then goes alcng with the club in 

a the?t sets little or no popular support for his plea of innocence, 
In dontrast, very few Germans wiil agree that the German psaple 

share oo Liective guilt because they permitted a war-minded govern- 
mont to come into powers This gacsvion has been frequently ropoetads 
"Do you think the German people ara rdésponsibie for the war because 
they permitted a government to como into nower which sought to plunge 
the werld into war?" Always, about seven in ten havo answered, "Noe" 
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